Freddy Carl Johnson

August 3, 1932 - January 10, 2024

Freddy Carl Johnson, 91, passed peacefully in his sleep on January 10, 2024.
He was born August 3, 1932, in Brady, Texas to Ernest Theodore Johnson
and Muriel Mae Appleton Johnson.

As a high school student, he was in the Navy Reserves, and soon after
graduating from Brady High School in 1951, he was drafted into the U.S.
Navy. He served two years during the Korean War on the U.S.S. Oriskany as
an Airman 1st (Aviation Supply). He was serving on the Oriskany when it went
around the horn of South America, becoming the first United States aircraft
carrier to carry out and accomplish that mission.

He was married to Leta Vanell Turner Johnson on July 21, 1955. They shared
45 years together until her passing in 2001.

At the age of 11, he developed an interest in taxidermy. By the age of 12, he
had graduated from the Northwest School of Taxidermy. Each correspondence
course was fifty cents. Upon his return home from his deployment in the
Pacific Ocean, he moved to Golden, Colorado, to perfect his taxidermy skills.
Although he made his livelihood in the floor covering business, (Carpetland in
San Angelo and opened Brady Floors in Brady) he continued to dabble in
taxidermy. In 1979, he decided to go full-time and opened Johnson Taxidermy.
He mounted his last deer when he was 79 years old.



Freddy had the distinction of being the second person in Brady to ever receive
the (then new) drug, penicillin, to cure "rabbit fever", a bacterial virus he
caught while exploring a cave near his childhood home.

Freddy was past president of the Brady Rod & Gun Club, the Brady Kiwanis
Club, and was a sponsor for the Brady High School Key Club.

Freddy was a third generation Swede, and was proud of his Swedish heritage.
He enjoyed his coffee breaks and socializing. He never met a stranger.

He loved hunting, fishing, and gardening. He enjoyed traveling, especially if it
involved a trip to the mountains to fish for Rainbow Trout.

He worshipped with the congregation of Church of Christ that meets at Sunset
Ridge, where he has been a faithful member for 56 years.

Freddy is preceded by his wife of 45 years, Vanell Turner Johnson, son-in-law
Ted Wayne Heatherly, parents, and a brother and infant sister, two great-
grandchildren, Dane Brent Yates and Darcy Beth Yates.

Freddy is survived by his two daughters, Denise Yates and husband Duaine;
Lisa Dodd and husband T. Don; five grandchildren, Dusty Patterson and
husband Hugh; Angela Mackey and husband Dustin; Darla Yates; Derek
Yates and wife Diana; Danica Yates; twelve great-grandchildren, Allison,
Carly, Brydon, Carsen, Case, Danielle, Daphne, Delaney, Dawson, Declan,
Damon, Dutton, bonus great-grandchildren, Lunden Patterson, Laurel
Patterson, and Walker Knight, numerous nieces, nephews, and dear friends.

Funeral arrangements are entrusted to Heritage Funeral Home of Brady.



Please view Mr. Johnson's online memorial at www.heritagefuneralhomes.co
m



Cemetery Details

Rest Haven - Brady

Hwy 87 N
Brady, TX 76825

Previous Events

Public Viewing

JAN 12. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Heritage Funeral Home - Brady
300 North Bridge Street
Brady, TX 76825

Funeral Service

JAN 13. 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM (CT)

Sunset Ridge Church of Christ
2203 Menard Hwy

Brady, TX 76825

(325) 597-1365



Tribute Wall

Johnson Family: Condolences and prayers to you all. Freddy was a

great long time friend to my family. He will be missed. Take care.
Deborah Nance.

Deborah Nance - January 14, 2024 at 08:48 PM

just want to thank you for all the work you did for me It was a
pleasure to know you and | always enjoyed talking with you on
several occasions when | would bring something in | would get the

old got another road Kill thanks again you will be missed by all RIP.
Chuck Morris Round Rock Texas

chuck morris - January 13, 2024 at 12:29 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Freddy Carl Johnson.

January 12, 2024 at 05:26 PM


https://www.fultonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fultonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

46 files added to the album LifeTributes

Fulton Family Funeral Home - January 12, 2024 at 04:56 PM

Freddy gave the best hugs. Will miss him greatly

Sammye Webb - January 12, 2024 at 02:58 PM

Awww he was a good person. | knew him as “pronto, pronto”, lol. He’d
go into the 87 Cafe and always say “pronto, pronto” and then laugh.

Julia Aguilar - January 12, 2024 at 05:18 PM

My husband and | meet him through taxidermy. We have known him
since about 2009. He was a dear friend. Love his little catch phrase
he seemed to say every time he left our shop, “Rush every chance
you get”! We will so dearly miss him!! R.I.P. Fred!! J, JL62 &

Linda Avalos - January 12, 2024 at 02:46 PM



There was no one quite like Freddy Johnson. So very glad that |
had the privilege to have know him since | have been in Brady. | will
miss him deeply.

James Griffin - January 12, 2024 at 02:31 PM



