Larry Smith

August 4, 1940 - November 22, 2020

Larry Lee Smith of San Saba, Texas was welcomed in heaven on November
22, 2020, with loved ones by his side at Scott & White Memorial Hospital,
Marble Falls, Texas. He was born in Muskingum County, Zanesville, Ohio on
August 4, 1940, the son of Carl (Bud) Smith and Lillian Summers Smith. He
married Alice Stratman from Dresden, Ohio on November 17, 1962.

Larry was a graduate of Hopewell High School, Hopewell, Ohio class of 1958
and National Hardwood Lumber Inspection School in Memphis, Tenn., 1963.
He was recognized as one of the Outstanding Young Men of America in 1968.
After graduation Larry was employed as an Apprentice Carpenter with Carl E.
Smith, Dresden, OH from 1958-61; Truck Driver for Francis Lacy Log
Producer, Dresden, OH from 1961-62. He was then hired by Hipp Lumber Co.
of Millersburg, OH as a Lumber Inspector. He was quickly promoted to
Foreman and then General Manager, overseeing the building of a new
sawmill. He worked for Hipp Lumber Co. from 1963-77. In 1977, Larry moved
his wife Alice and daughters Lisa and Jennifer to Gratiot, Ohio where in
partnership with his brother Joe Smith they formed Smith Hardwoods Lumber
Co. Later his son-in-law Bill Crothers joined him in running Smith Hardwoods.
Larry was very passionate and heavily involved in church and community
activities over the years. In the 1980’s, Victor Maldonado, Director of Outreach
For Youth in Pataskala, Ohio invited Larry to go to Mexico. He went to Mexico
and saw the physical and spiritual need and knew that God needed him there.
Several pastors in Ohio joined him with finances and labor to build bible



schools, churches, and help other pastors. Larry was ordained at Outreach
For Youth along with Tom Moore, to minister the gospel and they formed
Abundant Life Ministries in Hopewell, Ohio. They held services at Hopewell
School and in Glenford, Ohio. Pastor Richard Booher later joined them in
Glenford. Many trips were made ministering, praying and helping the Mexican
people.

On Feb. 3, 1996, Abundant Life Ministries bought Asbury Chapel, an
abandoned Methodist Church in Hopewell Township. Larry pastored there
until 2006 when he moved to San Saba, Texas so he could be closer to
Mexico. Larry, with help from Vince Toomey, built the Entrenamiento De Fe
School of Evangelism in San Fernando, Mexico for director Benjamin Ojeda.
Members of The Fathers House in San Saba with their Pastor Tom Brand,
made many work trips to Mexico and then Pastor Tom and Vince taught at the
School with Larry.

After Benjamin Ojeda’s death in July 2010, changes in leadership were made
at the School. 2010 graduate Gabriel W. Araujo Vazquez, was ordained and
church services were held at the school. In 2012, the need for a new church
was recognized so he relocated his family and the church. Larry with many
friends and church congregations, responded to the need and built Pastor
Gabriel a church in San Fernando. Gabriel was the mighty man of God that
Larry was looking for.

Larry was an officer in Men’s Full Gospel Fellowship; lay leader and speaker
in United Methodist churches in Ohio; Life long member of NRA; member of
San Saba Ministerial Alliance; certified as volunteer speaker at the San Saba
Women'’s prison; and elder of The Fathers House. Larry was pastor of
Abundant Life Ministries and spoke at churches to attain support for his
Mexico Mission work. He will be remembered for the love, generosity and
caring he gave to all people he met. He will be greatly missed on earth but
has received his heavenly reward.

Larry was an avid hunter and sportsman. He enjoyed teaching young boys
how to hunt, building tree stands, and hunting in both Ohio and Texas. He



helped Winfield Basham organize hunts for service members with the group
Hunting With Soldiers in San Saba County, Texas.

Larry was preceded in death by his father and mother, Carl (Bud) Smith and
Lillian Summers Smith; infant children, James Carl and Tamara Lee; sister-in-
law, Betty Slate and Rhea Murphy; brother-in-law, Franklin Stratman, brother-
in-law, John Noland and special cousin, John Keller.

He is survived by his loving wife of 58 years, Alice; daughters Jennifer (Bill)
Crothers, Gratiot, Ohio and Lisa (Chris) Miller of Gahanna, Ohio.
Granddaughter, Michelle (Jim) Kang, Franklin, Tenn. Great grandchildren,
Madison and Camden Kang. Sister, Flora Noland, Dresden, Ohio; Brother,
Joseph (Janice) Smith, Hopewell, Ohio; brother-in-law, Myron Stratman,
Vernon, BC Canada, and numerous cousins, nieces and nephews. Special
friend Juan Cano of Mexico, who lived with Larry & Alice while attending and
graduating from San Saba High School.

There will be a Celebration of Life service for Larry on Saturday, December
5th at 3 p.m. at First Baptist Church San Saba, 208 W. Wallace St., San Saba,
TX 76877 with Pastor Tom Brand officiating. Additional services will be held, at
a later date, in Ohio and Mexico.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in Larry’s memory to Abundant Life
Ministries, P.O. Box 58, San Saba, TX 76877 for Mexico Missions.
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San Saba, TX 76877



Tribute Wall

Larry was my friend, a mentor and brother in Christ. | will never
forget the day | met Larry. We talked for hours about our mutual
love for the people of Mexico. Larry came from Ohio to help me and
my wife Trina and my mother and father in laws. As directors if
Entrenamiento Dr Fe School of Evangelism we had the privilege of
seeing hundreds of kids graduate from the school. Larry was a big
part of that as he served as a teacher. He taught the importance of
the Tabernacle, it's shape and size. Before he parted from the
school he mentored several students. | loved Larry and Alice and
wait to see them again in heaven. All my love to Alice. | know how
hard this time can be. I'm praying for you. Jeffery S Gudgel

Jeffery S Gudgel - December 09, 2020 at 03:20 PM

Joe and the family of Larry

Sorry for your loss. The Master will say "Well done good and faithful
servant.

May he rest in Peace

Richard Powell - December 04, 2020 at 12:58 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Larry Smith.

December 03, 2020 at 11:39 PM


https://www.fultonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fultonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Chris and Lisa Mlller purchased the Country Bas
ket Blooms for the family of Larry Smith.

Chris and Lisa Milller - December 03, 2020 at 03:59 PM

Alice, | am so very sorry for your loss. | have fun memories from
spending the night with Jenny at your house . May God wrap his
arms around you. Sending prayers and Love, Leslie (Stover)

Leslie Lansinger - December 03, 2020 at 09:40 AM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Larry Smith.

December 03, 2020 at 07:31 AM

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for
the family of Larry Smith.

December 02, 2020 at 07:21 PM


https://www.fultonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fultonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fultonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fultonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fultonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fultonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fultonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Dear Alice and family: Helen and | send our prayers and
condolences on your behalf. We enjoyed our visits in San Saba and
the trip | made with Larry and church friends to Mexico. Larry will be
remembered for his kindness and compassion. Oh, yes, | also went
hunting with Larry and we saw several deer, but they were safe. We
also enjoyed Christmas and Easter at their homes in San Saba. We
are sadden by his passing, but know all is well with him. Grace and
Peace!

Lester and Helen Taylor - December 02, 2020 at 01:20 AM



